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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the amendment file on June 12, 2007. 

2. Claims 1, 12, 17, 20 and 21 are amended and claims 1-21 are pending. 

3. The previous objections to claims 20 and 21 under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) have been withdrawn in view of 
the amendment. 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1, 12, 17, 20 and 21 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

5. The rejection of claims 1,1 1, and 20 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Smith (US 
5,721,853) has been withdrawn pursuant to the applicant's argument. 

Specification 

6. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: for example, the examiner notes 
on page 8, lines 6 and 14: "...As is illustrated in Figure...." 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections 
set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Smith (US 5,721,853) in 
view of Gargi (US 6,915,489 B2). 

Claim 1 : Smith discloses a method, comprising: 

sensing the presence of an indicator in a vicinity of an icon having associated thumbnail data 
representative of content of an associated object (col. 4, lines 45-51), but does not explicitly disclose 

rendering a view of at least a portion of the thumbnail data, the view rendered in the vicinity of the 
icon. However Gargi discloses a cursor in contact with an image triggers the display of file information 
regarding the image and the information associated with.." (col. 5, lines 40-60). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include Gargi' s file 
information display in Smith . One would have been motivated to do so in order to reduce the tediousness of 
browsing through the display information of memory-stored items; such as image either files from a 
photograph library or opened computer desktop windows. 

Claims 12 and 17 are rejected under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

Claim 2: Smith and Gargi disclose a method as in claim 1 above, Smith further discloses pre-caching 
thumbnail data associated with at least one icon (col. 2, lines 46-47) [a user interface navigational metaphor 
that is always available to the user]. 
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Claim 3 & 14: Smith and Gargi disclose a method as in claim 2 above and claim 13 below, Smith further 
discloses pre-caching the thumbnail data includes storing the thumbnail data in volatile memory (fig. 1) [a 
computer system with a memory device]. 

Claim 4: Smith and Gargi disclose a method as in claim 2 above, Smith further discloses rendering includes 
retrieving the pre-cached thumbnail data associated with the icon (col. 4, lines 49-51) [moving the pointer 
into the area defined by GDE will cause the collar to be displayed]. 

Claim 5: Smith and Gargi disclose a method as in claim 4 above, Smith further discloses rendering of the 
view occurs substantially immediately after sensing the indicator (fig. 2 & 3a) [an icon is being displayed 
immediately after hovering a mouse pointer over GDE]. 

Claim 6: Smith and Gargi disclose a method as in claim 2 above, Smith further discloses thumbnail data 
associated with a plurality of icons are pre-cached (fig 3a) [movement of the mouse pointer into the quadrant 
labeled "Tool Bar" results in the display of a secondary interface]. 

Claim 7: Smith and Gargi disclose a method as in claim 6 above, Smith further discloses number of icons 

that include thumbnail data being pre-cached is a predetermined number of icons (fig. 3a). [a plurality of 

i 

icons being displayed]. 

Claim 8: Smith and Gargi disclose a method as in claim 7 above, Smith further discloses the predetermined 
number of icons is a predetermined number of icons located in an area situated in the region of the icon the 
indicator is in the vicinity of (fig. 3a) [a plurality of icons being displayed in the vicinity of the mouse 
pointer]. 
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Claim 9: Smith and Gargi disclose a method as in claim 8 above, Smith further discloses predetermined 
number of icons is greater than one icon and less than a total number of icons viewable within an 
environment the icon is displayed in (fig. 3a) [a plurality of icons being displayed are greater than one icon]. 

Claim 10: Smith and Gargi disclose a method as in claim 7 above, Smith further discloses predetermined 
number of icons is the number of icons having associated thumbnail data viewable within an environment the 
icon is displayed in (fig. 3a, item 302d) [a plurality of icons being displayed with associated data]. 

Claim 1 1 : Smith and Gargi disclose a method according to claim 1 above, Smith further discloses the view 
rendered is rendered within a window displayed in a graphical user interface (see fig. 2). 

Claim 13: Smith and Gargi disclose a method as in claim 12 above, Smith further discloses pre-caching 
includes pre-caching thumbnail data associated with at least a plurality of icons, the pre-cached thumbnail 
data being available for substantially instantaneous rendering at the moment the indicator is hovered 
substantially over one of the plurality of icons having associated pre-cached thumbnail data (fig. 2 & 3a) [an 
icon being displayed immediately after hovering a mouse pointer over GDE]. 

Claim 15: Smith and Gargi disclose a method as in claim 13 above, Smith further discloses only thumbnail 
data for icons currently displayed in an operating environment are pre-cached (fig. 3a, item 302d) [a plurality 
of icons being displayed]. 



Claim 16: Smith and Gargi disclose a method as in claim 13 above, Smith further discloses only thumbnail 
data for a predetermined number of icons are pre-cached (fig. 3a) [a plurality of icons being displayed]. 
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Claim 1 8: Smith and Gargi disclose a system as in claim 1 7 above, Smith further discloses arrangement that 
includes a volatile memory for pre-caching the thumbnail data (fig. 1) [display device and memory]. 

Claim 19: Smith and Gargi disclose a system as in claim 18 above, and Smith further discloses a computer 
system in (fig. 1). 

Claims 20 and 21 : Smith discloses a computer-readable medium having instructions stored thereon that 
direct a computing system to: 

sense the presence of an indicator in a vicinity of an icon having associated thumbnail data 
representative of content of an associated object (col. 4, lines 45-51), but does not explicitly disclose 

render a view of at least a portion of the thumbnail data, the view rendered in tile vicinity of the icon. 
However Gargi discloses a cursor in contact with an image triggers the display of file information regarding 
the image. ." (col. 5, lines 40-47). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to include Gargi ' s file information display in Smith . One would have 
been motivated to do so in order to reduce the tediousness of browsing through the display information of 
memory-stored items; such as image either files from a photograph library or opened computer desktop 
windows. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed on 06/12/2007 have been fully considered but they are moot in view of 
new ground (s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



9. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 



a. Gargi (US 6,91 5,489 B2) discloses image browsing using cursor positioning. 

b. Kobavashi et al. (US 6,938,215 B2) discloses display apparatus and methods, and recording 
medium for controlling same. 

c. Jaaskelainen, Jr. (US 5,835,088) discloses method and apparatus for providing programmable 
window-to-window focus change within a data processing system using GUI. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be 
directed to Phenuel S. Salomon whose telephone number is (571) 270-1699. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Mon-Fri 7:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.(Alternate Friday Off) EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Stephen 
Hong can be reached on (571) 272 4124. The fax phone number for the 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3800. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786^ 199/(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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